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78.
Soorat an-Naba'

( \ !. i k k ii
A

In the name o f Allah, 
the M o st Gracious, the M o st M erciful

78 :1. What are they asking one another about? 

78:2. About the great tidings,

78:3. concerning which they differ.

78:4. Nay; they will come to know.

78:5. Again, nay; they will come to know.

That is, what are those who disbelieve in the signs o f  Allah asking  
one another about? Then Allah explains what they are asking one 
another about, as He says:

tfAbout the great tidings, concerning which they differ^ that is, 
about the great news concerning which they differed for a long time, 
and their attitude o f rejecting it and believing it to be very unlikely 
became well known, although it is tidings that are not subject to
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doubt. But those who disbelieve in the meeting with their Lord will 
not believe, even i f  all signs were to come to them, until they see the 
painful punishment.

Hence Allah says: «(Nay; they will com e to know. Again, nay; 
they will com e to know)? that is, they w ill com e to know, when the 
punishment and what they used to deny befalls them, when they are 
shoved forcibly towards the fire o f  hell (52:13) and it is said to them, 

<•(.. .This is the fire which you used to deny.)? (at-Toor 52:14)

Then Allah (4c) explains the blessings and the proof that confirms 
the truthfulness o f  what the Messengers brought:

78:6. Have We not spread out the earth,

78:7. and made the mountains as pegs,

78:8. and created you in pairs,

78:9. and made your sleep for rest,

78:10. and made the night a covering,

78:11. and made the day for earning a livelihood,

78:12. and built above you seven firmaments,

78:13. and placed therein a blazing lamp,

78:14. and sent down from the rainclouds water in torrents,

78:15. so that We may bring forth thereby grains and vegetation, 

78:16. and gardens dense with foliage?

o o
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That is, have We not bestowed upon you imm ense blessings, for 
We have {(spread out the earthy and made it ready for you to make 
use o f it, by cultivating it, building dwellings on it and taking routes  
through it.

{•(and made the mountains as pegs^ to hold the earth firm lest it 
shake and shift.

{(and created you in pairs|-) that is, m ale and female, from one  
race, so that each may find comfort in the other, and there w ill be 
love and com passion, and they w ill produce offspring together. This  
includes sexual pleasure.

{•(and made your sleep for restl} that is, so that you may cease your 
work w hich, if  you did not stop, would cause you physical harm. 
So Allah has caused the night and sleep to overtake people, so that 
their harmful physical activities may cease and they may attain some 
needed rest.

{•(and built above you seven firmaments^ that is, seven heavens, 
which are very strong, solid and firm.

Allah holds them by His might and has made them a roof for the 
earth, and there are many benefits in them. Hence He mentions among 
their benefits the sun, as He says:
{•(and placed therein a blazing lamp^. It is referred to as a lamp so as 
to highlight the blessing o f  its light, which is something necessary  
for people. And it is described as blazing, which is indicative o f  its 
heat and the benefits thereof.

(•(and sent down from the rainclouds water in torrents^ that is, 
abundant and plentiful

(•(so that We may bring forth thereby grains^ such as wheat, barley, 
corn, rice and other things that humans eat
{(and vegetation^ this includes all vegetation that Allah has made as 
fodder for their livestock.
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(-(and gardens dense with foliage!-) That is, gardens dense with 
trees, in which there are all kinds o f  delicious fruits.

How could you disbelieve in the One W ho has bestowed these 
great inestimable and innumerable blessings upon you, and deny what 
He has told you about the resurrection? Or how could you use His 
blessings to disobey Him and deny them?

78:17. Verily the Day o f Judgement is a time appointed,

78:18. the day when the Trumpet will be blown and you will come 
forth in crowds,

78:19. and the heaven will be opened and will become gateways, 

78:20. and the mountains will be made to vanish, as if  they had been 
a mirage.

78:21. Verily hell is lying in wait,

78:22. for the transgressors a destination

78:23. in which they will remain for countless aeons,

78:24. during which they will not taste any coolness nor any drink, 

78:25. except scalding water and pus,

78:26. a fitting recompense.

78:27. Indeed they did not fear a reckoning.

( T « - \ V  : L j J I i j y * )
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78:28. and they rejected Our revelations outright.

78:29. We have kept an account o f all things in a Book.

78:30. So taste [the punishment]; We shall not increase you in aught 
but torment.

Here Allah (4s) m ention s what w ill happen on the D ay o f  
Resurrection, about which the disbelievers ask one another and which  
the stubborn deny. It will be a momentous day, which Allah has made 
«{a time appointed!-) for all creatures,
({the day when the Trumpet w ill be blown and you will come forth 
in crowds]), and there will occur such troubles and turmoil that will 
turn children’s hair grey and cause great distress.

The mountains will be moved from their places, until they become 
like scattered dust, and the heavens will be rent asunder until they 
becom e like gatew ays. Allah w ill judge betw een all creatures, 
according to His rule which is never unfair. The fire o f  hell, which 
Allah has prepared for the evildoers and has made it a destination for 
them, will be lit, and they will remain therein for countless aeons. 
According to m any comm entators, the word h a qab (pi. ah qab, 
translated here as ({aeons])), refers to a period o f  eighty years.

When they come to the fire, ({they w ill not taste any coolness nor 
any drink]) that is, they will find nothing to cool their skin or to ward 
o ff their thirst
tjexcept scalding water^ that is, hot water that w ill scald their faces 
and pierce their bow els
({and pus]) -  this is the pus o f  the people  o f  hell, w hich has an 
extremely foul stench and horrible taste.

They w ill deserve these frightening punishments as a fitting 
recompense for what they did o f  deeds that brought them to it. Allah 
will not wrong them; rather they will have wronged th em selves. 
Therefore Allah mentions their deeds for w hich they w ill deserve  
this punishment, as He says:
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fjlndeed they did not fear a reckoning)? that is, they did not believe 
in the resurrection, and they did not believe that Allah would requite 
people for both good and evil, so they failed to strive for the hereafter.

*(and they rejected Our revelations outright)? that is, they rejected 
them clearly and blatantly, and w hen clear proofs cam e to them, they 
stubbornly denied them.

«(We have kept an account o f  all things)? small and great, good  
and evil,
^in a Book)? that is, We have recorded it in al-Lawh al-Mahfoodh, 
so the evildoers should not be concerned that We will punish them  
for sins that they never did, or think that any o f  their deeds w ill go to 
waste or that even an atom’s weight o f them will be forgotten.

This is like the verse in which Allah (*5®) says:

^And the record o f deeds w ill be placed [in their hands] and you will 
see the evildoers filled with dread at what it contains. They will say: 
Woe to us! What sort o f  record is this, that leaves no deed, small or 
great, unaccounted for? They will find all they did recorded there, 
and your Lord w ill not wrong anyone.)? (al-Kahf 18: 49)

^So taste)?, O disb elievers, this painful punishment and eternal 
requital,
^We shall not increase you in aught but torment)? and at all times and 
every moment their punishment w ill increase.

This verse is the sternest o f  those verses that describe the severity  
o f the punishment for the people o f  hell; may Allah protect us from it.

O *
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78:31. Verily for the righteous there will be salvation,

78:32. gardens and vineyards,

78:33. and youthful [companions], o f equal age,

78:34. and a cup that is full.

78:35. They will not hear therein any vain talk or lies -  

78:36. a recompense from your Lord, a generous gift 

78:37. [from] the Lord o f the heavens and the earth and all that is 
between them, the Most Gracious, Whom they will have no 
power to address.

Having descr ib ed the situation o f  the evildoers, A llah now  
describes the destination o f the righteous, as He says:

({Verily for the righteous there w ill be salvation]) that is, for those 
who feared the wrath o f their Lord by consistently obeying Him and 
refraining from that which He dislikes, there will be salvation and 
they will be kept far away from the fire.

By virtue o f  that salvation, they will have (-{gardens]) containing 
all kinds o f  trees, colourful and bearing fruit, through which rivers 
run. Vineyards or grapevines are singled out for mention because o f 
their high quality and abundance in those gardens.

And there they w ill have wiv es as they w ould like, ({youthful 
[companions], o f equal age]) that is, all c lose in age. Usually people  
who are close in age get along and are in harmony. The age in question  
is thirty-three years, which is the prime o f youth.

c-(and a cup that is full]) that is, full o f nectar that is delicious for 
those who drink it.

(•{They will not hear therein any vain talk^ that is, talk in which 
there is no benefit
({or lies]) that is, sin. This is like the verse in which Allah (-$s) says: 

(•{They w ill not hear therein any vain talk or sinful speech, but only 
the salutation: Peace, peace.]) (al-Wdqi'ah 56: 25-26)
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Rather Allah will give them this great reward by His grace and 
bounty, as ({a recompense from your Lord)) to them,
(fa generous gift)) that is, because o f the good deeds that Allah enabled 
them to do and which He made the price o f admittance to paradise 
and its delights.

The One Who will bestow these gifts upon them is their Lord, 
((the Lord o f the heavens and the earth and all that is between them^ 
that is, the One Who created them and controls them,
({the Most Gracious)) W hose mercy encompasses all things. So He 
took care o f  them, had mercy on them and showed kindness to them 
until they attained what they attained.

78:38. On the day when the Spirit [Jibreel] and the angels stand in rows, 
none will speak except those to whom the Most Gracious gives 
permission, and they will say only what is right.

78:39. That day is sure to come. So let him who will seek a way back 
to his Lord.

78:40. Verily We have warned you o f a punishment that is approaching, 
the day when a man will see what his hands had wrought, and 
the disbeliever will say: Would that I were mere dust!

Then A llah mentions His greatness and mighty power on the Day 
o f Resurrection, and tells us that on that day, all creatures will be silent 
and will not speak: ((none will speak except those to whom the Most 
Gracious gives permission, and they w ill say only what is right)). So

o
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no one will speak unless he meets these tw o conditions: that Allah 
has given him permission to speak, and that what he says is right.

That is because {(That day)? is true and {(is sure to come)?; it is a day 
on which falsehood will never prosper and lying will be o f no benefit.

On that day, {(the Spirit)? namely Jibreel (^ L ) , w ho is the noblest 
o f  the angels,
{•(and the angels)? w ill {(stand in rows)?, submitting to A llah  
{(none will speak)? any words except what Allah gives them permission 
to say.

After offering encouragement to strive for paradise and mentioning 
frightening news o f  hell, after giving glad tidings and warnings, Allah
says:
{(So let him who will seek a way back to his Lord)? that is, let him 
do righteous deeds, so that he may return with that on the Day o f 
Resurrection.
{(Verily We have warned you o f  a punishment that is approaching)? -  
the word translated here as {(approaching^ literally means near, for 
everything that is approaching is near.

^the day when a man will see what his hands had wrought)? that 
is, this is what w ill concern him and alarm him, so let him think about 
that in this world. This is like the verse in which Allah (-Jg) says: 

f(0  you who believe, fear Allah, and let every soul consider what it 
has sent forth for tomorrow.32 And fear Allah, for verily Allah is well 
aware o f all that you do.)? (al-Hashr 59: 18)

If he finds that his deeds are good, then let him praise Allah, but 
i f  he finds otherwise, let him blame no one but himself. Hence the 
disbelievers will wish for death because o f  the intensity o f their regret 
and remorse.

32 This is urging all people to reflect on their deeds and what the outcome 
thereof may be on the Day o f Judgement.
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We ask Allah to keep us safe from dis be lief and all evil, for He is 
Most Generous, Most Kind.

This is the end o f the commentary on Soorat an-Naba’.
All praise and thanks are for Allah, and may the blessings and 

peace o f Allah be upon Prophet Muhammad ( ^ ) .  his family, and 
his Companions abundantly until the Day o f Judgement.
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Soorat an-Nazi'at JBjSp I

s t w

_________

In the nam e o f  Allah, 
the M ost Gracious, the M ost M erciful

79:1. By those who wrest violently,

79:2. and by those who draw out gently,

79:3. and by those who glide swiftly,

79:4. those who press forward as in a race,

79:5. and who carry out the command [of Allah],

79:6. on the day when the earth is shaken violently [by the first 
Trumpet blast],

79:7. followed by the second Trumpet blast,

79:8. on that day hearts will be pounding
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79:9. and eyes will be downcast.

79:10. They say: Will we really be restored to our former state, 

79:11. even after we have turned into crumbling bones?

79:12. They say: Then [if that is true] we would indeed be losers! 

79:13. It will be but a single blast [of the Trumpet],

79:14. then immediately they will be back above ground.

These oaths are sworn by the noble angels and their deeds which 
are indicative o f  their perfect submission to the command o f  Allah 
and their hastening to carry out His commands. It may be that what 
is attested to is the requital and the resurrection, based on the fact that 
they are follow ed by a description o f the resurrection.

It may be that what is attested to and what is sworn by is one and 
the same, and that Allah swears by the angels because belief in them 
is one o f  the six pillars o f  faith.

Moreover, mention o f their deeds here refers to the requital, o f  
which the angels are in charge at the time o f  death and before and 
after that moment. Hence Allah says:

(•[By those who wrest violently]) -  this refers to the angels who  
pull out souls forcefully and keep on pulling until the soul has been 
completely brought forth from the body, then it w ill be requited for 
its deeds.

((and by those who draw out gently]) -  this also refers to angels, 
who pull souls out gently. This indicates that gentle pulling out is for 
the souls o f  the believers and violent wresting is for the souls o f the 
disbelievers.

((and by those who glide swiftly]) that is, who move through the 
air, ascending and descending.

((those w ho press forward as in a race]), hastening to fulfil the 
command o f Allah and to outrun the devils when conveying revelation 
to the Messengers o f  Allah, so that the latter will not eavesdrop on it.
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{(and w ho carry out the command [o f Allah])? this refers to the 
angels whom Allah appoints to control many o f the matters o f the 
universe, in both the upper and lower realms, such as rain, vegetation, 
trees, winds, seas, foetuses, animals, paradise, hell and so on.

{(on the day when the earth is shaken violently [by the first Trumpet 
blast])? which will signal the onset o f the Hour 
{(followed by the second Trumpet blast)?.

{(on that day hearts w ill be pounding)? that is, they w ill be deeply  
troubled by the intensity o f  what they see and hear

{(and eyes will be downcast)? that is, humbled and brought low, for 
fear will have seized their hearts and they will be stunned by panic 
and overwhelmed with regret and sorrow

They -  nam ely the disb elievers in this world -  say, by way o f  
denial: {(Will we really be restored to our former state, even after we  
have turned into crumbling bones?)? that is, bones that are worn out 
and disintegrated.

{(They say: Then [ifthat is true] we would indeed be losers!^ That 
is, they think it unlikely that Allah will resurrect them and recreate 
them after they have turned into crumbling bones, out o f  ignorance 
o f A llah’s might and showing audacity and disrespect towards Him.

Allah says, explaining how easy this is for Him: {(It will be but 
a single blast [o f the Trumpet])? whereupon all creatures {(will be 
back above ground)? that is, on the surface o f  the earth, standing and 
looking around. Allah w ill gather them and judge between them on 
the basis o f  His just rule, and He will requite them.
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79:15. Has there come to you the story o f Moosa,

79:16. when his Lord called to him in the sacred valley ofTuwa?

79:17. [Saying:] Go to Pharaoh, for he has indeed transgressed all 
bounds,

79:18. and say: Are you willing to be purified?

79:19. and for me to guide you to your Lord, so that you may come to 
fear Him?

79:20. Then Moosa showed him the great sign.

79:21. But Pharaoh denied it and disobeyed.

79:22. Then he turned away and began scheming.

79:23. He gathered [his people] and made a proclamation,

79:24. saying: I am your lord most high.

79:25. So Allah seized him for an exemplary punishment in the hereafter 
and in this life.33

79:26. Verily in this there is a lesson for those who fear Allah.

Here Allah (^g) says to His Prophet Muhammad (*§§): <f Has there 
come to you the story o f  Moosata. This is a question about a matter o f  
great significance that definitely happened. That is, has news come 
to you o f  him, «{when his Lord called to him in the sacred valley o f  
Tuwa?^ Tuwa is the place where Allah spoke to him, bestow ed the 
message upon him and chose him for His revelation and to bring him 
close to Him. He said to him:

«(Go to Pharaoh, for he has indeed transgressed all bounds^ that 
is, tell him to stop his transgression, polytheism and d isobedience, 
speaking to him gently:

33 His punishment in this world was drowning, and his punishment in the 
hereafter will be the fire o f hell. (ash-Shawkani et al.)
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({.. .so that perhaps he may pay heed or fear Allah.)) (Ja Ha 20: 44) 

({and say)) to him: ({Are you willing to be purified?)) That is, are 
you willin g to attain som e praiseworthy and good characteristics, 
w hich p eople o f  understanding com pete to attain, which means 
purifying yourself from the filth o f  d isb elief and transgression and 
attaining faith and doing righteous deeds?

({and for me to guide you to your Lord)? that is, sh ow you the 
way to Him and explain to you how you may attain His pleasure and 
avoid His wrath
({so that you may com e to fear Him)-) when you com e to know the 
straight path. But Pharaoh rejected that to which Moosa called him.

({Then M oosa show ed him the great sign)) -  this does not refer to 
one sign in particular, because there were many signs.

({So Moosa threw down his staff, and suddenly it w as a serpent, plain 
for all to see. And he drew forth his hand, and it appeared shining 
white to all beholders.^ (ash-Shu'ara'26: 32-33)

(-{But Pharaoh denied it)) that is, the truth 
(•{and disobeyed)) the command.

({Then he turned away and began scheming)) that is, striving to 
oppose and fight the truth.

({He gathered [his people] and made a proclamation, saying)) to 
them: ({1 am your lord most high)). So they submitted to him and 
affirmed his falsehood when he made fools o f  them.

({So Allah seized him for an exemplary punishment in the hereafter 
and in this life)? that is, his punishment became a sign and a deterrent, 
a reminder o f punishment in this world and the hereafter.

({Verily in this there is a lesson for those who fear Allah)) for the 
one who fears Allah is the one who w ill benefit from signs and lessons. 
When he sees the punishment o f Pharaoh, he will realise that whoever 
is arrogant and disob eys, and opposes the Sovereign Most High, He
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will punish him in this world and the hereafter. As for the one whose 
heart is devoid o f  fear o f Allah, no matter what sign com es to him, 
he will not believe in it.

79:27. Are you more difficult to create, or the heaven? He built it, 

79:28. raised its height and perfected it;

79:29. He darkened its night and brought forth its daylight.

79:30. And after that He spread out the earth,

79:31. brought forth from it its water and its vegetation,

79:32. and set the mountains firmly,

79:33. as provision for you and your livestock.

Here Allah (4g) says, giving a clear sign to those who d isbelieve 
in the resurrection and think it unlikely that Allah will recreate their 
bodies:

^Are you!), O humans, ((more difficult to create, or the heaven)) 
with its immense size, strong structure and great height? Allah ((built 
it, raised its height!-) that is, its size and shape 
(•(and perfected it)) with dazzling, astounding precision.

((He darkened its night)) so that its darkness envelops all parts o f  
the heaven and the face o f  the earth is overshadowed with darkness, 
((and brought forth its daylight!) that is. He made a great light to 
prevail in it when He brings the sun (during the day), so that people  
may go about their business, both religious and worldly.

*
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e(And after that He spread out the earthp that is, after creating the 
heaven; He spread it out and deposited in it that which is beneficial 
for man. This is explained in the following two verses: «fbrought forth 
from it its water and its vegetation, and set the mountains firmlyp  
that is, He fixed them in the earth.

The spreading out o f the earth cam e after the creation o f  the 
heavens, as is stated in this passage.

The One Who created the mighty heavens and all that they contain 
o f lights and heavenly bodies, and the solid earth and all that it contains 
o f necessities and that which benefits people, will inevitably resurrect 
those who are accountable, then He will requite them for their deeds. 
Whoever did good will have the best reward, and whoever did evil,  
let him blame no one but himself.

Hence after m entioning the resurrection, A llah mentions the 
requital and says:

U ' - n  :oUjUl

79:34. So when the greatest calamity comes,

79:35. on that day man will remember all that he did, 

79:36. and the blazing fire will be exposed for all to see. 

79:37. Then as for the one who transgressed all bounds 

79:38. and preferred the life o f this world,

79:39. verily the blazing fire will be his abode.
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79:40. But as for the one w ho feared standing before his Lord and 
restrained him self from base desires,

79:41. verily paradise will be his abode.

That is, w hen the resurrection comes, with great hardship that 
w ill make all other hardships pale into insignificance, at that time a 
father will show no care for his son, nor a husband for his wife , nor 
any love for his beloved.

([on that day man will remember all that he did)) in this world, both 
good and bad, and he will wish for an atom ’s weight more o f good  
deeds, and he will feel regret and sorrow for the addition o f even an 
atom’s w eight to his bad deeds.

At that time he will realise what will make him win or lose was 
his efforts in this world, and all connection s and relationships he 
had in this world will be severed; nothing w ill be able to benefit him 
except righteous deeds.

^and the blazing fire will be exposed for all to see^ that is, it will 
be brought into view and made visib le to everyone. It w ill be made 
visib le for its people, for it has been prepared to ensnare them and is 
waiting for the command o f  its Lord.

([Then as for the one w ho transgressed all bounds^ that is, he 
overstepped the mark by daring to comm it major sins, and he did not 
adhere to the limits set by Allah.

((and preferred the life o f  this world)) to the hereafter, so his efforts 
were for the sake o f this world and his time was spent in trying to 
accumulate worldly gains and pursue worldly desires; he forgot the 
hereafter and failed to strive for it.

([verily the blazing fire will be his abode)) that is, it w ill be the 
fate and final abode o f  the one who is like this.

^But as for the one who feared standing before his Lord)) that 
is, he feared being presented before Him and being requited on the
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basis o f  justice, and that fear had an impact on his heart, so he forbade 
to h im self worldly desires that could cause him to drift away from 
obedience to A llah, and his inclinations fell in line with that which 
the Messenger ( i |§ )  brought, striving against whims and physical 
desires that divert one from good.

(•(verily paradise)? with all that it contains o f goodness, joy and bliss 
(•(will be his abode^ that is, it is the abode o f anyone who is like this.

79:42. They ask you about the Hour: When will it arrive?

79:43. How could you possibly know that?

79:44. Its knowledge rests with your Lord alone.

79:45. You are but a wamer for those who fear it.

79:46. On the day they see it, it will be as if they had remained [in this 
world] no more than an afternoon [of a day] or the morning

That is, those who stubbornly deny the resurrection ask you ((about 
the Hour]) -  when will it happen and ((When will it arrive?)? So Allah 
answered them by saying:

((How could you p ossibly know that?)? for there is no benefit for 
you or for them in know in g that and know ing when it w ill com e. 
Because there is no religious or worldly benefit for people in knowing 
when the Hour will come -  rather the benefit is in its being hidden 
from them -  knowledge o f  that has been withheld from all o f creation, 
and Allah has kept that knowledge to Himself. Therefore He says:

O o

U l - t Y  : o U j t J I

thereof.
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^Its knowledge rests with your Lord alone)? that is, its knowledge 
is with Him alone, as He says elsewhere:

^They ask you about the Hour: When will it com e to pass? Say: The 
knowledge thereof is with my Lord [alone]. N one but He can disclose 
when its time will come. It will weigh heavily on the heavens and the 
earth; it will not com e upon you but suddenly. They ask you as i f  you 
were well-informed o f it. Say: The know ledge thereof is with Allah 
[alone], but most people do not realise.^ (al-A ‘rdf 7: 187)

«(You are but a wamer for those who fear it]j that is, the benefit o f  
your warning is only for those w ho fear the coming o f  the Hour and 
who fear the standing before Allah. They are the ones who do not care 
about anything except preparing for it and striving for it.

As for the one who does not believe  in it, no attention should be 
paid to him or to his stubbornness, because his stubbornness is based  
on obstinacy and disbelief. If  he has reached such a state, answering 
his questions is pointless and the wise person should rise above that.

This is the end of the commentary on Soorat an-Nazi'at.
All praise and thanks are for Allah, and may the blessings and 

peace of Allah be upon Prophet Muhammad ( ^ ) .  his family, and 
his Companions abundantly until the Day of Judgement.
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Soorat 'Abasa . jail

w

In the name o f Allah,  
the M ost Gracious, the M ost  M erciful

.)

80:1. He frowned and turned away,

80:2. when the blind man came to him.34

80:3. How do you know? Perhaps he may be purified.

34 Many commentators said that the Messenger of Allah (j |g ) was speaking 
to some of the nobles of Quraysh, hoping that they would become Muslim, 
when he was interrupted by a blind man. That man was ‘Abdullah ibn 
Umm Maktoom, who was already Muslim; he came to the Prophet (jig )  
with a question and persisted in asking him for a response. The Prophet 
(j|g ) wanted him to stop so that he could focus on calling the Qurashi 
leaders to Islam, so he frowned at ‘Abdullah ibn Umm Maktoom and 
turned away from him. These verses were revealed in response to this 
incident.
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80:4. or he may pay heed and benefit from the reminder.

80:5. But as for him who is indifferent,

80:6. you give him your full attention,

80:7. although you are not to be blamed if he does not want to be 
purified.

80:8. Yet as for the one who has com e to you eagerly [seeking  
purification],

80:9. for he fears Allah,

80:10. you allow yourself to be distracted from him.

The reason for the revelation o f  these verses was that a blind man 
who was a believer came to ask questions o f  the Prophet ($|§) and 
leam from him.

But a rich man had com e to him, and the Prophet ( j | | )  was keen to 
guide people, so he focused his attention on the rich man and turned 
away from the poor blind man, hoping that the rich man w ould be 
guided and be purified. Allah rebuked him gently in these verses, as 
He said:

((He frowned and turned away)? physically, when the blind man 
came to him.

Then Allah mentions the benefit o f  turning to the blind man and 
speaking to him:

((How do you know? Perhaps he)? namely the blind man 
((may be purified)) that is, perhaps he may be purified from bad 
characteristics and attain good characteristics

((or he may pay heed and benefit from the reminder)? that is, 
perhaps he may pay heed to that w hich would benefit him, and act 
upon that reminder.

This is a great benefit; it is the purpose for which the Messengers 
were sent and for which preachers exhort and remind, so i f  you had
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turned to and focused your attention on the one who came by himself, 
seeking that from you, that would have been more appropriate.

As for your turning and focusing your attention on the rich man 
wh o does not care and does not want to ask or find out anything 
because o f  his lack o f desire for good, and your ignoring the one who 
is more important than him, that was not appropriate, because you 
are not to be blamed if  he does not want to be purified, for you are 
not to be held accountable for what he does o f  evil.

This lends support to the w ell-known principle that says: do not 
abandon that w hich will lead to a definite interest for something that 
is merely speculative, and do not give up that which definitely could 
serve a purpose for that which may or may not serve a purpose.

You should focus your attention on the seeker o f  knowledge who 
needs it and is keen to acquire it, more than focusing on others.

80:11. Nay; verily this is an admonition -  

80:12. so let him who will, pay heed to it -  

80:13. on pages venerable,

80:14. exalted and pure,

80:15. [borne] in the hands o f [angelic] emissaries,

0
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80:16. honourable and obedient.

80:17. May man perish; how ungrateful he is!

80:18. From what did Allah create him?

80:19. From a drop o f semen He has created him and then fashioned 
him in due proportion.

80:20. Then He makes his path easy for him;

80:21. then He causes him to die and be buried;

80:22. then, when He wills, He will resurrect him.

80:23. Nay, he has not done what Allah commanded him.

80:24. Let man consider the food he eats:

80:25. We send down rain in abundance,

80:26. and cause the soil to break open [as seeds sprout and plants 
begin to grow],

80:27. and cause grains to grow therein,

80:28. and grapevines, and [fresh] fodder,

80:29. and olive trees and date palms,

80:30. and gardens dense with lofty trees,

80:31. and fruits and grass,

80:32. as provision for you and your livestock.

Here A llah (•$%) says: ^Nay; verily this is an admonition^ that 
is, indeed this exhortation is an admonition from A llah, by means o f  
which He reminds His slaves and explains to them in His Book what  
they need to know, highlighting the difference between the path o f  
guidance and the path o f misguidance. Once that is clear, then ([let 
him who w ill, pay heed to itj? that is, act upon it. This is like the verse 
in which Allah (•$£> says:

((Say: This is the truth from your Lord. So let him w ho will, believe; 
and let him who w ill, d isb elieve...)) (al-Kahf 18: 29)

Then Allah mentions the location o f  this adm onition, and its 
greatness and immense virtue:
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((on pages venerable, exalted)? in status ((and purely free o f  any 
defects and preserved so that the hands o f  the devils cannot reach it 
and they cannot eavesdrop on its contents.

Rather it is (([borne] in the hands o f  [angelic] emissaries)?, for the 
angels are the em issaries between A llah and His slaves.

((honourable)? that is, extremely good and blessed  
((and obedient)? in their hearts and deeds.

All o f that is part o f Allah's preservation o f His Book; the emissaries 
who bring it to the Messengers are the noble angels, who are strong 
and righteous, and He has not allowed the devils any w ay o f reaching 
it. This is something that requires us to believe in it and accept it.

Yet despite that, man insists on disbelieving. Hence Allah (4s)  
says:
t-{May man perish; how ungrateful he is)? for the blessings o f Allah, 
and how strong is his stubbornness towards the truth after it has 
becom e clear, when he is no more than he is. For he is one o f  the 
weakest o f  things; A llah created him  from an in significant fluid, 
then He fashioned him in due proportion, then He made him into a 
perfect human being, and gave him physical strength both apparent 
and hidden.

(•(Then He makes his path easy for him)? that is. He guides him 
to what he needs o f  religious and worldly means, guides him to the 
right path, makes it clear for him, and tests him with commands and 
prohibitions.

((then He causes him to die and be buried)?. He has honoured man 
with burial and has not made him like all other animals, whose bodies 
are left on the face o f the earth.

((then, when He w ills,  He w ill resurrect him)? that is, He w ill 
resurrect him after death, for the requital.

Allah is the only One Who controls man and manages his affairs; 
no one has any share in that. Yet despite that man does not do what
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Allah enjoins upon him, and he does not fulfil what Allah has made 
obligatory upon him; rather he continu ally falls short o f  what is 
required o f  him.

Then Allah (•$£) com mands man to look at his food and reflect 
upon it and how it reaches him after many stages, for He has made 
it available for him;
{(Let man consider the food he eats: We send down rain in abundance)? 
that is, we send down rain upon the earth in copious amounts.

{(and cause the soil to break open [as seeds sprout and plants 
begin to grow], and cause grains to grow therein)? -  this includes all 
types o f  grains.
{(and grapevines, and [fresh] fodder)? which is food for livestock  
{(and olive trees and date palms)?. These four things are singled out 
for mention because o f  their many benefits.

^and gardens dense with lofty trees)? that is, gardens in which the 
branches o f the trees are intertwined
{•[and fruits and grass)? the word translated here as {(fruits)? refers to that 
in which people delight, such as dates, grapes, plums, pomegranates, 
and so on. The word translated here as {(grass)? refers to that which  
is eaten by animals and livestock. Hence Allah says:
{(as provision for you and your livestock)? which Allah has created 
and put at your service.

So whoever looks at these blessings must give thanks to his Lord 
and strive hard to turn to Him, obey Him and believe in what He 
tells him.

O 0
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80:33. So when the deafening blast [on the Trumpet] comes,

80:34. on that day a man will flee from his own brother,

80:35. and from his mother and his father,

80:36. and from his wife and his children.

80:37. Every one o f them, on that day, will have too many concerns of  
his own to care about anyone else.

80:38. On that day, some faces will be beaming,

80:39. laughing and rejoicing.

80:40. And on that day, some faces will be covered with dust,

80:41. overcast with gloom.

80:42. Such will be the disbelievers, the wicked.

That is, when the Trumpet blast o f  the resurrection comes, which  
will deafen all creatures because o f  its im mense volum e, and hearts 
are filled with panic on that day because o f what people w ill see o f  
horrors, and they w ill realise how desperately they w ill need their 
previous righteous deeds,
((on that day a man will flee]? from the dearest o f people to him, 
((from his own brother, and from his mother and his father, and from 
his w ife and his children]?.

That is because ((Every one o f  them, on that day, will have too 
many concerns o f  his own to care about anyone else]? that is, he will 
be focusing on him self and his main concern w ill be to save himself; 
he will not pay attention to anyone else. At that point, humankind w ill 
be divided into tw o categories: the blessed and the doomed.

As for the b lessed, on that day their faces will be ((beaming^, that 
is, happiness and joy w ill be apparent on their faces, because they
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will know that they are saved and have attained bliss, so they w ill be  
{(laughing and rejoicing)?.

And the faces o f the doomed {(will be covered with dust, overcast 
with gloom)?, which is like a shadow o f  intense darkness. They w ill 
have despaired o f  all good and will know that they are lost and 
doomed.

{(Such)? namely those who m eet this description {(will be the 
disbelievers, the wicked)? that is, those who were ungrateful for the 
blessings o f  Allah, d isbelieved in His signs, and transgressed His 
limits.

We ask Allah to keep us safe and sound, for He is Most Generous, 
Most Kind.

This is the end o f  the commentary on Soorat ‘Abasa.
All praise and thanks are for Allah, and may the blessings and

peace o f Allah be upon Prophet Muhammad his family, and 
his Companions abundantly until the Day o f Judgement.
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In the name o f Allah, 
the M ost Gracious, the M ost M erciful

L lj  ( J )  JllAJ IjJ j Oj j So "' L l j ( J )

'Hj (J) k-i/5L-" J^yj^ Hj  v'-ljar. jLlJl
i ^  G fi Y *  Uj\ (J) I»\j ^  cAffj J*yA\

ii-i' IHj >— c f a l f  *1"e^ \ lj[_j

"JJ—) OyvaaJ

81:1. When the sun ceases to shine,35

81:2. and when the stars are scattered,36

81:3. and when the mountains are made to vanish.

35 This may refer to when the sun will collapse in on itself and cease to emit 
light as a result. (Ibn ‘Ashoor)

36 This refers to heavenly bodies leaving their orbits due to gravitational 
disorder throughout the cosmos and colliding with one another. (Ibn 
‘Ashoor)

sunniconnect.com

https://velichamsaudionline.com/thelightjuniors/



Soorat at- Takweer (1-14) |  335

81:4. and when the heavily pregnant she-camel37 is left unattended, 

81:5. and when the wild beasts are gathered,38 

81:6. and when the seas are set on fire;

81:7. and when people are sorted,39

81:8. and when the female infant buried alive40 is asked

81:9. for what sin she was killed,

81:10. and when the records o f deeds are laid open,

81:11. and when the sky is stripped away,

81:12. and when the blazing fire is kindled,

81:13. and when paradise is brought near -

81:14. then every soul will know what it has brought [of deeds].

That is, when these terrifying things com e to pass, people w ill 
be separated and each person w ill know what he sent forth for his

37 A heavily pregnant she-camel is very valuable and dear to her owner, 
so he would be unlikely to neglect or abandon her. This is given as an 
example o f people abandoning their work and all that is important to 
them because of the turmoil and terror that will accompany the onset of 
the Hour. (Adapted from Ibn ‘Ashoor)

38 Wild animals that usually flee from or are wary o f one another will gather 
together, but none will harm another because overwhelming fear will 
cancel out any inherent aggression that they usually have. This, along with 
the other events mentioned in this passage <81:1-6), is one of the portents 
that will appear before the Hour; these are not events that will occur on 
the Day of Resurrection itself. (Ibn ‘Ashoor, at-Tahreer wat-Tanweer)

39 This and the subsequent verses refer to events that will occur on the Day 
o f Resurrection itself. People will be sorted into different categories: 
believers and disbelievers, righteous and evildoers, and so on.

40 Among the pre-Islamic Arabs, female infanticide by burying the child 
alive was a known practice. The justification given was fear o f shame 
if she were to be captured and enslaved by enemies, or fear of poverty. 
These two verses condemn this practice and confirm that daughters do 
not deserve to be treated in such a manner.
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hereafter and what he brought to it o f good and evil. When the Day  
o f  Resurrection com es, the sun will cease to shine; that is, it will be 
gathered together and rolled up, and the moon will lose its light, and 
they will both be thrown into the fire.
((and when the stars are scattered)? that is, when they change and fall 
from their orbits.

(•(and when the mountains are made to vanish)? that is, when they 
become like heaps o f loose sand (73:14), then they becom e like tufts 
o f dyed w ool (101:5), then they will change and turn to scattered dust 
(56: 6), and will be made to vanish from their places.

((and when the heavily pregnant she-camel is left unattended)? 
that is, at that time people will become heedless o f  the most precious 
wealth that they used to care for and tend to all the time. There w ill 
com e to them that which will distract them from that wealth. Allah  
mentions in particular the heavily pregnant she-camel, which was the 
most precious wealth for the Arabs at that time, to refer to everything 
that is equally precious.

(•(and when the wild beasts are gathered)? that is, when they are 
gathered on the Day o f Resurrection so that Allah may settle the scores  
among them and show people the perfect nature o f  His justice, to the 
extent that the hornless animal w ill settle its score with the homed  
one. Then He w ill say to them: Be dust.

((and when the seas are set on fire)? and, despite their immense 
size, they becom e covered with fire.

((and when people are sorted)? that is, and the people  o f  each 
particular deed are gathered together. So the righteous will be gathered 
with the righteous and the evildoers with the evildoers; the believers 
will be united with al-h oor al- 'een and the disbelievers with the devils. 
This is like the verses in which Allah (4&) says:

((The disbelievers will be driven to hell in groups...)? (az-Zumar39: 71)
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((Those who feared their Lord will be ushered to paradise in groups...])
(az-Zumar 39: 73)

^[Allah w ill command:] Gather together those who did wrong, and 
others o f  their ilk ... ]) (as-Saffat 37: 22)

((and when the fem ale infant buried alive is asked^ -  this refers 
to the extremely ignorant practice o f the pre-Islamic era, when girls 
were buried alive for no reason other than fear o f  poverty. S o the 
female infant w ho was buried alive w ill be asked ((for what sin she 
was killed]). It is w ell known that she was guilty o f no sin; this is a 
rebuke and harsh criticism o f her killers.

((and when the records o f deeds]) that contain all that people did, 
o f  good and evil
((are laid open^ and distributed to their owners. Some will take their 
records in their right hands, and som e w ill take them in their left 
hands, or from behind their backs.

((and when the sky is stripped away]) that is, removed. This is like 
the verses in which Allah (4c) says:

((On the day when the heaven will be rent asunder with clou ds...^
(al-Furqan 25: 25)

((On that day We w ill roll up the heavens like a written s croll... ])
(al-Anbiva' 21: 104)

((.. .On the Day o f Resurrection, the entire earth will be in His grip, and 
the heavens will be rolled up in His Right Han d...]) (az-Zumar 39: 67) 

((and when the blazing fire is kindled]) that is, when the fire is lit, 
until it begins to rage and increases until it is blazing like never before, 

((and when paradise is brought near]) to the righteous.

((then every soul w ill know what it has brought [o f deeds]]) that it 
sent forth. This is like the verse in which Allah (4s) says:

((...They will find all they did recorded th ere...]) (al-Kahf 18: 49)
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These details that Allah gives o f  the Day o f Resurrection form a 
description that will shake people to the core; hardship will become 
very intense, peop le w ill be deeply shaken and fear will becom e  
widespread. This should motivate people o f  understanding to prepare 
for that day and deter them from anything that could incur blame. 
Hence som e o f  the early generations said: W hoever wants to look 
at the Day o f Resurrection as i f  he can see it should reflect upon the 
soorah ffWhen the sun ceases to sh ine ...

81:15. Verily 1 swear by the stars that recede [during the day],

81:16. then rise and set [during the night],

81:17. and by the night as it departs,

81:18. and by the first breath o f morning -

81:19. verily it [the Qur’an] is a word conveyed by a noble Messenger 
[Jibreel],

81:20. having power, of high rank before the Lord o f the Throne, 

81:21. obeyed there [by other angels] and, moreover, trustworthy.

81:22. Your companion [Muhammad] is not a madman.

81:23. Indeed he saw him [Jibreel] on the clear horizon.

81:24. He [Muhammad] is not to be accused o f lying about the unseen. 

81:25. It [the Qur’an] is not the word o f  an accursed devil.

81:26. So which way will you go?

r— I 
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81:27. It [the Qur’an] is but a reminder to the worlds,

81:28. for whoever among you wills to tread the straight path.

81:29. But you cannot will it unless Allah, the Lord o f  the worlds, so 
wills it.

Here Allah (4s) swears ([by the stars that recede]). This refers to 
the heavenly bodies that recede, meaning that they fall behind from  
the regular procession o f  the stars or h eavenly bodies towards the 
east. They are the seven heavenly bodies that move in the sky, namely 
the sun, the moon, Venus, Jupiter, Mars, Saturn and Mercury. These  
seven have two courses: one course towards the west, like all other 
stars and heavenly bodies; and a course that is the opposite o f  that, 
towards the east, which is only for these seven and no others. Allah 
swears by them at the time when they recede; that is, when they fall 
behind and when they run their course, and when they disappear and 
are concealed by day.

And it may be that what is meant is all heavenly bodies, both those  
that move and others.

((and by the night as it departs]); it was also suggested that the 
word translated here as ((departs]) means ‘com es’ (so the meaning o f  
the verse would be: and by the night as it comes).

((and by the first breath o f morning]) that is, when the signs o f dawn 
appear and light gradually begins to emerge through the darkness until 
it is fully light and the sun rises.

In these verses, Allah attests to the sublim e provenance o f  the 
Qur’an, its m agnificence and its protection against every accursed 
devil, as He says:
((verily it [the Qur'an] is a word conveyed by a noble Messenger]) 
namely Jibreel (sgSc), who brought it down from Allah (4c), as He 
tells us elsewhere:
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^Verily, this [Qur’an] is a revelation from the Lord o f the worlds. The 
faithful Spirit [Jibreel] has brought it down to your heart so that you  
may be one o f  the w am ers.^ (ash-Shu'ard’26: 192-194)

Allah describes him as noble because o f  his noble character and 
many praiseworthy qualities, for he is the best o f  the angels and the 
greatest o f  them in status before his Lord.

^having power]* to do what Allah commands him to do. By his 
power he overturned the houses o f  the people o f  Loot and destroyed 
them.

«(of high rank before the Lord o f  the Throne]* that is, Jibreel is 
close to Allah; he is o f high status and is one o f the elite chosen by 
Allah. His status is superior to that o f all the other angels.

«[obeyed there [by other angels]]* that is, Jibreel is obeyed among 
those on high, and he has troops among the angels who are c lose to 
Allah; they are subject to His command and will obey him.

f(and, moreover, trustworthy]* and he does what he is commanded 
to do, no more and no less, without transgressing the limits set for 
him. All o f  this is indicative o f  the noble status o f the Qur’an before 
Allah (4s), for it was sent with this noble angel w ho possesses these 
perfect characteristics.

Usually kings do not send som eon e who is dear to them except 
on the most important m issions and with the most sublime messages.

Having mentioned the virtue o f the angelic messenger who brought 
the Qur’an, Allah now speaks o f the virtue o f  the human Messenger 
to whom He sent down the Qur’an and w ho called people to it: 
?[Your companion]? namely Muhammad ( i |§ ) «(is not a madman]? as 
was suggested by his enem ies w ho disbelieved in his message and 
fabricated lies against him, aim ing to extinguish thereby whatever 
they were able to o f what he had brought.

Rather he was the sanest o f  people, the most mature in thinking 
and the truest in speech.
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((Indeed he saw  him [Jibreel] on the clear horizon]) that is, 
Muhammad ( ^ )  saw Jibreel (8|50  on the clear horizon, which is 
the highest that anyone can see.

((He [Muhammad] is not to be accused o f lying about the unseen]) 
that is, he is not to be accused o f adding to or subtracting from that 
which Allah revealed to him, or o f  concealing part o f  it. Rather he is 
trusted by the inhabitants o f heaven and the inhabitants o f  earth; he 
conveyed the messages o f his Lord clearly, and did not withhold any 
part o f  them from anyone, rich or poor, leader or follower, male or 
fem ale, city dweller or desert dweller. Therefore A llah sent him to 
an unlettered and ignorant nation, and he did not die until they had 
become devoted scholars who had attained a high level o f knowledge 
and understanding, and they had become, as it were, professors whilst 
the most that others could do was be their students.

((It [the Qur’an] is not the word o f  an accursed devil]) -  having 
mentioned the magnificence and virtue o f  His Book by highlighting 
the virtue o f the two noble M essengers through wh om the Book  
reached people and praising them, Allah declares the Book to be free 
o f any problem or shortcoming that could undermine its credibility.

«(It [the Qur’an] is not the word o f an accursed devil]) -  the word 
translated here as ((accursed]) means far away from Allah.

((So which way w ill you go?]) That is, how can this even cross 
your minds? How did you lose your minds to the point that you regard 
truth, which is the highest level o f credibility, as being like lying, 
which is the worst type o f  falsehood?

Can this be anything but turning facts upside down?

((It [the Qur’an] is but a reminder to the worlds]) through which 
they may learn about their Lord and about His sublim e attributes and 
what shortcomings He should be declared above. And through it they 
may learn about the com mands and prohibitions, and the reasons 
behind them; and about the divine decrees and religious rulings. And
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through it they may learn in general terms o f  what is best for them 
in this world and in the hereafter, and they may attain bliss in both 
realms by adhering to it.

«(for w hoever among you w ills to tread the straight path|s after 
guidance has become distinct from misguidance.

(•(But you cannot will it unless A llah, the Lord o f  the worlds, so  
w ills it|» that is, His will is always done, and cannot be opposed or 
prevented.

In this and similar verses there is a refutation o f  the Qadaris who 
deny the divine will and the Qadaris who deny the free w ill o f  man, 
as has been discussed previously. And Allah knows best. Praise be 
to Allah.

This is the end of the commentary on Soorat at-Takweer.
All praise and thanks are for Allah, and may the blessings and 

peace o f Allah he upon Prophet Muhammad (*yg). his family, and 
his Companions abundantly until the Day of Judgement.
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82.
Soorat al-Infitar

m

In the name  o f  Allah,  
the M o st Gracious, the M os t M erciful

( 0— \ ; jUaiiNl o j ^  *— -2— ^ (e->4*Ĵ  1 “ . V . *̂ T-.

82:1. When the heaven is cleft asunder,

82:2. and when the stars are dispersed,41 

82:3. and when the seas burst forth,

82:4. and when the graves are overturned,

82:5. then every soul will know what it has done and what it has left 
undone.

That is, when the heaven is tom apart and the heavenly bodies are 
scattered, losing their beauty, and the seas burst forth and becom e one 
sea, and the graves are overturned and cast forth what they contain o f

41 This refers to heavenly bodies leaving their orbits due to gravitational 
disorder throughout the cosm os, so that they will no longer be seen in 
their usual places in the sky. (Adapted from Ibn ‘Ashoor)
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the dead, and they are gathered for the standing before Allah, when  
He will requite them for their deeds, at that time the reality o f things 
will be uncovered and what was hidden will be disclosed; every soul 
will know what it has gained or lost.

There the wrongdoer will bite on his hands, when he sees that his 
deeds are invalid and his scale is light, and that his wrongdoings are 
piled up against him and his evil deeds have been presented to him. 
He will becom e certain o f  eternal doom and everlasting punishment.

There the pious -  who sent forth righteous deeds -  will attain great 
triumph and eternal bliss, and they w ill be safe from the punishment

82:6. O man, what has deceived you concerning your Most Generous 
Lord,

82:7. Who created you, fashioned you and made you well-proportioned, 

82:8. assembling you in whatever form He willed?

82:9. Nay, but you deny the Last Judgement,

82:10. while indeed there are watchers appointed over you,

82:11. honourable scribes,42 

82:12. who know all that you do.

Here Allah (4g) says, rebuking the human who falls short in his 
duty towards his Lord and does that which incurs His wrath:

o f  hell.

0

42 These are the recording angels who write down all that people do of both 
good and bad deeds.
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«fO man, what has d eceived  you concerning your Most Generous 
Lord)? -  is it because you are heedless o f  your duty towards him? Or 
because you think little o f  His punishment? Or because you do not 

believe in His requital?

Is He not the One {(Who created you, fashioned you)? in the best 
shape {(and made you well-proportioned)?, assembling you in a shape 
that is w ell balanced, the best shape and figure?

Is it appropriate for you to be ungrateful for the blessings bestowed  
by your Lord, or to deny His kindness?

That can only stem from your ignorance, wrongdoing, stubbornness 
and foolishness. So praise Allah for not giving you the shape o f a dog 
or a donkey, or other similar animals.

Hence Allah  (•&) says: {(assembling you in w hatever form He 
willed)?.

^Nay, but you den y the Last Judgement)? that is, despite this 
exhortation and reminder, you still persist in denying the requital.

But you will inevitably be brought to account for your deeds, for 
Allah has appointed over you noble angels who record your words 
and deeds, and they know all that you do. This includes both actions 
o f  the heart (b eliefs, thoughts and emotions) and physical actions. 
So what is appropriate on your part is to honour them and respect 
them.

0

82:13. Verily the righteous will be in bliss,
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82:14. and verily the wicked will be in the blazing fire,

82:15. which they will enter on the Day o f Judgement 

82:16. and will never leave.

82:17. And how could you know what the Day o f Judgement is?

82:18. Again, how could you know what the Day o f Judgement is? 

82:19. It is the day when no soul will have the power to do anything 
for another, and on that day all command will belong to Allah 
alone.

What is meant by the righteous is those who fulfil their duties  
towards Allah and towards other people, who adhere to righteousness 
in beliefs and thoughts, and in physical actions. Their reward will be 
mental, spiritual and physical bliss, in this world, in al-barzakh  and 
in the abode o f eternity.

{(and verily the wicked)? w ho fall short in their duties towards 
Allah and towards other people, w hose hearts are filled with evil,  
resulting in evil deeds,
{(will be in the blazing fire)? that is, they will have a painful punishment 
in this world, in al-barzakh and in the abode o f eternity.

{(which they will enter)? and be severely punished therein 
c-(on the Day o f  Judgement^ that is, the day o f requital for deeds.

{(and will never leave)?; rather they will remain therein and never 
depart from it.

{(And how  could you know what the Day o f  Judgement is? 
Again, how could you know what the Day o f  Judgement is?)? This 
demonstrates the enormity o f that terrifying day.

{(It is the day when no soul w ill have the power to do anything for 
another)?, even if  he is a relative or a sincerely loved one. Each person 
will be preoccupied with his own sel f and will not seek salvation for 
anyone else.
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^and on that day all command will belong to Allah alonejj for it 
is He Who will judge between all people  and settle the score o f  the 
one who was wronged with the one who wronged him.

And Allah knows best.

This is the end o f the commentary on Soorat al-Infitar.
All praise and thanks are for Allah, and may the blessings and 

peace o f Allah be upon Prophet Muhammad (^ g ) . his family, and 
his Companions abundantly until the Day o f Judgement.

jfc
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83.
Soorat al-Mutaffifeen

m
( Vi a k k i j

In the name o f Allah, 
the M o st Gracious, the M ost M erciful

J '  ̂1 j  (J )  {J ) j Cl LLJA

J ^  A A ‘f  oJaj”̂ ' ( J )  o f r f i \
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83:1. Woe to those who give short measure,

83:2. who, when they take by measure from people, demand it in full, 

83:3. but if  they measure or weigh for them, they give them less than 
their due.

83:4. Do these people not realise that they will be resurrected 

83:5. on a momentous day,

83:6. a day on which humanity will stand before the Lord o f the 
worlds?

(•(Woe)) -  this is a word o f  punishment and warning 
c-(to those who give short measure)-). Allah explains who they are in 
the follow ing verses:
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^who, when they take by measure from people, demand it in full}* 
that is, they take from them in full that w hich is proven to be their 
due, demanding it in full with no shortfall.

«fbut if  they measure or weigh for them}* that is, when they give  
people what is due from them by measure or by weight,
«jthey give them less than their due}* that is, they detract something 
from it, either by giving short measure or short weight, or by not 
giving the full measure or weight, and the like. This is theft o f people’s 
wealth and is being unfair to them.

If this is the warning for those who give short measure and short 
weight, then those who take people’s wealth by force or by stealing 
are more deserving o f this warning.

This verse indicates that just as man wants to take his due from 
people, he must also give them their due when engaging in business  
and other dealings with them.

In fact the general meaning o f  this verse also includes engaging  
in argument and exchanging views. Usually both parties in a dispute 
are eager to present their views; by the same token they must also 
point out to their opponents any proof that w ill support their argument 
o f  which they are unaware, and they should consider the opponent’s 
argument just as they consider their own. In such a situation it will 
be known how  fair-minded or biased a person is, h ow humble or 
arrogant he is, and how w ise or foolish he is. We ask Allah to guide 
us to all that is good.

Then Allah ( is )  warns those who give short measure, expressing 
astonishment at their situation and how they persist in wrongdoing, 
as He says:
f(D o these peop le  not realise that they w ill be resurrected on a 
momentous day, a day on which humanity will stand before the Lord 
o f the worlds?}*
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What makes them have the audacity to give short measure is their 
lack o f  b elief in the Last Day. Otherwise, i f  they did be lieve in it, 
and knew that they would stand before Allah, and that He w ould ask 
them about their sins both small and great, they would give that up 
and repent from it.

83:7. Verily the record o f the wicked is in Sijjeen -  

83:8. and how could you know what Sijjeen is?

83:9. a clearly inscribed record.

83:10. Woe that day to the deniers,

83:11. those who deny the Day o f Judgement.

83:12. No one denies it except every transgressor who is steeped in 
sin.

83:13. When Our revelations are recited to him, he says: This is nothing 
but tales o f the ancients.

83:14. Nay; rather their hearts have been covered with the stain o f their 
misdeeds.43

43 Their hearts are covered with the stain o f the sins that they have been 
committing. The effect of repeated sins on the heart is mentioned in the 
hadith:
«If the believer commits a sin, a black spot appears on his heart. If he 
repents, gives it up and seeks forgiveness, his heart is cleansed, but if he =

o o

O v - v : jyiiUl iJy*)
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83:15. Nay; verily on that day they will be barred from seeing their Lord. 

83:16. Then they will surely enter the blazing fire,

83:17. then it will be said to them: This is what you used to deny.

^Verily the record o f the wicked}* this in cludes every wick ed  
person among all types o f disbelievers, hypocrites and evildoers 
^is in Sijjeen}*. Then Allah explains that by saying:

^and how could you know what Sijjeen is? -  a clearly inscribed 
record}* that is, it is a record in which are recorded their evil deeds. 
The word Sijjeen refers to a narrow, constricted place. Sijjeen is 
the opposite o f  ‘Illiyoon, which is the place where the record o f  the 
righteous is kept, as w e shall see below.

It was also suggested that Sijjeen is the lowest o f  the seven earths, 
the abode o f the wicked, where they will dwell in the hereafter.

l(Woe that day to the deniers}*. Then Allah explains w h o the 
deniers are:
«(those who deny the Day o f Judgement}* that is, the day o f requital, 
the day on which Allah w ill judge people according to their deeds.

«(No one denies it except every transgressor}* who oversteps the 
sacred limits o f Allah and goes beyond that which is permissible to 
that which is prohibited.
^who is steeped in sin}* that is, he com mits a great deal o f  sin. This 
is the one wh ose transgression makes him disbelieve  and w hose  
arrogance makes him reject the truth. Therefore

= does more, then (that spot) increases until it covers his heart. That is the 
stain which Allah mentioned in the Qur'an:
f(Nay; rather their hearts have been covered with the stain o f  their 
misdeeds.}* (al-Mutaffifeen 83:14).» (Recorded by Ahmad and at-Tirmidhi; 
al-Albani graded it as authentic)
According to Ibn 'Ashoor, this covering o f  their hearts prevents them 
from understanding the Qur'an and seeing the huge difference between 
it and the tales o f the ancients.
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fjWhen Our revelations are recited to him)), that point to the truth 
and to the truthfulness o f  that w hich His M essengers brought, he 
stubbornly rejects them and ^says: This is nothing but tales o f  the 
ancients)) that is, it is nonsense stories o f  past nations and is not from 
Allah. He says this out o f  arrogance and stubbornness.

As for the one who is fair-minded and w hose goal is to seek clear 
truth, he does not deny the Day o f Judgement, because Allah has 
established for it definitive evidence and clear proof that make it 
certain, so it has become as clear as day to them. This is in contrast to 
those whose hearts have been covered with the stain o f  their misdeeds 
and sins, so they are prevented from seein g the truth. Therefore, as 
requital for that, they w ill be prevented from seeing Allah, just as 
their hearts were prevented from accepting the signs o f A llah in 
this world.

fjThen^ in addition to that severe punishment «(they w ill surely 
enter the blazing fire)).

Then it will be said to them by way o f  rebuke: ^This is what you 
used to deny)).

Thus Allah mentions three types o f  punishment that they w ill 
face: the punishment o f hell, the punishment o f  blame and rebuke, 
and the punishment o f being kept away from the Lord o f the worlds, 
which implies that He w ill be angry with them, which w ill be worse 
for them than the punishment o f  the fire.

The meaning o f  this verse indicates that the believers w ill see 
their Lord on the Day o f  Resurrection and in paradise, and the joy 
they will find in gazing upon His Countenance will be greater than all 
other pleasures. When He addresses them, they will rejoice therein, 
as Allah mentions in several verses o f the Qur’an and as is mentioned 
in m utaw atir reports from the Messenger o f Allah ( ^ ) .

These verses also contain a warning against sin, for it stains the 
heart, gradually covering it until its light is extinguished and its ability
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to recognise things as they are ceases to function, whereupon facts 
are turned upside down, so that the individual sees falsehood as truth 
and truth as falsehood. This is one o f  the punishments for sin.

83:18. Verily the record o f the righteous is in ‘llliyoon44 -  

83:19. and how could you know what ‘llliyoon is? -  

83:20. a clearly inscribed record,

83:21. kept with those who are close to Allah.

83:22. Verily the righteous will be in bliss,

83:23. seated on couches, gazing in wonder.

83:24. You will see on their faces the radiance o f bliss.

83:25. They will be given to drink pure wine from a sealed container,

83:26. o f which the seal is musk -  for that let all aspire, who have
aspirations -

83:27. and that wine w ill be mixed with water from the spring o f  
Tasneem,

83:28. a spring from which those who are close to Allah will drink.

44 ‘llliyoon is the name o f a comprehensive book in which Allah records the 
good deeds o f  the righteous among the jinn and humankind. The name 
is derived from a root meaning high, because it w ill be the cause o f  the 
righteous being admitted to high levels in paradise. (az-Zamakhshari)

*

( Y A - \ A : j y i i U l
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Having mentioned that the record o f the w icked w ill be in the 
low est and most constricted place, Allah tells us that the record o f  
the righteous will be in the highest and most spacious place, and that 
their clearly inscribed record is ((kept with those w ho are c lo se to 
Allahp, namely the noble angels and the souls o f  the Prophets, the 
strong and true in faith, and the martyrs, and Allah will declare their 
renown among those on high.

‘Illiyoon is the name o f the highest part o f paradise.

Having mentioned their record, Allah now tells us that they will 
be in bliss, which is a word that encom passes emotional, spiritual 
and physical delights.

(•(seated on couches^ that are adorned with beautiful cloth 
((gazing in wonderp at what Allah has prepared for them o f  bliss, and 
gazing upon the noble Countenance o f their Lord.

((Youp, O onlooker, ((will see on their faces the radiance o f  blissp 
that is, the glow  o f  pleasure. For when pleasure and happiness are 
ongoing, that gives light, beauty and joy to the face.

((They w ill be given to drink pure w ine^ which is the best and 
most delic ious o f  drinks
((from a sealed container, o f  which the seal is muskp.

It may be that what is meant is that it is sealed to prevent anything  
from being added that may distract from its pleasure or spoil its taste, 
and that the seal with which it is sealed is musk. Or it may be that 
what is meant by the word khitam  (translated here as ((seal^) is the 
residue at the bottom o f  the vessel from which they w ill drink that 
pure wine, and that it is the finest musk.

This residue that is left at the bottom o f  the glass is usually thrown  
away in this world, but in paradise it will be o f that high quality.

((for that’p eternal bliss, o f  which no one knows the extent o f  its 
beauty except Allah
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((let all aspire, w ho have aspirations)) that is, let them compete in 
hastening to do the deeds that will enable one to reach it. This should 
be given priority in sacrificing that which is most precious in order 
to attain it, for it is the most deserving o f  things which strong men  
should compete to attain.

That drink will be mixed with water from the spring o f Tasneem, 
w hich is a spring ((from which those who are c lose  to A llah will 
drink)); it is the highest source o f  any drink in paradise, therefore it is 
only for those w ho are close to Allah, who are the highest o f people  
in status. It will be mixed with nectar and other delicious drinks for 
the people on the right.

(r-i-r't

83:29. Verily the evildoers used to laugh at those who believed; 

83:30. when they passed by them, they would wink at one another [in 
mockery],

83:31. and when they returned to their homes, they returned exulting. 

83:32. When they saw the believers, they said: These people have 
indeed gone astray,

83:33. although they were not sent to be their keepers.

83:34. But on that day those who believed will laugh at the disbelievers, 

83:35. while sitting on couches, gazing around.
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83:36. Are the disbelievers requited for anything other than what they 
used to do?

Having mentioned the requital o f the evildoers and the reward 
o f  the believers, Allah (4g) now mentions the immense difference 
between them. He tells us that in this world the evildoers used to mock 
the believers, making fun o f  them, laughing at them and winking in 
derision at one another when they passed by them, out o f scorn and 
contempt towards them, yet despite that they felt secure, and no fear 
ever crossed their minds.

((and when they returned to their homes}* in the morning or 
evening,
(•(they returned exulting}* that is, happy and rejoicing.

This was one o f  the greatest signs o f their delu sion, that they 
com bined the worst o f  deeds with a sense o f  being secure in this 
world, to the extent that it was as if  they had received a covenant 
and promise from Allah that they would be among the blessed, and 
they regarded themselves as being guided and the believers as being 
misguided. This was a fabrication against A llah, for they dared to 
speak about Him without knowledge.

((although they were not sent to be their keepers}* that is, they 
were not sent to be in charge o f  the believers and were not given  
the task o f keeping a record o f  their deeds, such that they should be 
keen to accuse them o f being misguided. This was nothing more than 
stubbornness, obstinacy and foolishness on their part, for which they 
had no proof or evidence. Therefore the requital in the hereafter w ill 
match their deeds.

((But on that day}* namely the Day o f Resurrection 
((those who believed w ill laugh at the disbelievers}* when they see 
them immersed in punishment, when all that they used to fabricate 
will be lost from them.
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The believers w ill be in the utmost comfort and security, ((sitting 
on couches}* that are beautifully adorned,
((gazing around}* at that which Allah has prepared for them o f  bliss, 
and gazing upon the noble Countenance o f their Lord.

((Are the disbelievers requited for anything other than what they 
used to do?}* That is, they w ill be given a recompense that matches 
their deeds. Just as they laughed at the believers in this world and 
accused them o f being misguided, the believers will laugh at them in 
the hereafter, and they will see them subjected to a punishment that 
is the requital for misguidance.

Yes, they w ill be requited for what they used to do, on the basis 
o f divine justice and wisdom , for Allah is All-Knowin g, Most Wise.

This is the end o f the commentary on Soorat al-Mutaffifeen.
All praise and thanks are for Allah, and may the blessings and 

peace o f Allah be upon Prophet Muhammad (^ g ). his family, and 
his Companions abundantly until the Day o f  Judgement.
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Soorat al-Inshiqaq

^ 0 ^ ______________________

In the name o f Allah, 
the M ost Gracious, the M o st M erc iful

84:1. When the heaven is rent asunder,

84:2. and hearkens unto its Lord, as in truth it must,

84:3. and when the earth is levelled,

84:4. and casts forth all that it contains, and becomes empty,

84:5. and hearkens unto its Lord, as in truth it must,

84:6. then, O man who toils constantly until you meet your Lord, you 
will surely see the outcome o f your deeds.
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84:7. As for the one who is given his record o f deeds in his right hand, 

84:8. he will have an easy reckoning,

84:9. and he will go back to his family [in paradise] rejoicing.

84:10. As for the one who is given his record o f deeds from behind his 
back,

84:11. he will call out [wishing] for death,

84:12. and he will enter the raging fire.

84:13. He lived rejoicing among his family;

84:14. indeed he thought that he would never return [to his Lord]. 

84:15. Nay [he will indeed return to Him], for His Lord was always 
watching him.45

Here Allah (4?) explain s what w ill happen on the D ay o f  
Resurrection o f  changes to mighty heavenly bodies:

((When the heaven is rent asunder}* that is, when it splits apart, its 
stars and other heavenly bodies are scattered, and the sun and moon  
cease to shine
((and hearkens unto its Lord}* that is, it heeds His command and listens 
out for what He will say.

And in truth it must do so, for it is subjugated and under the control 
o f  a mighty Sovereign W hose command is not to be disobeyed and 
W hose rule is not to be opposed.

((and when the earth is levelled}* that is, it w ill be shaken and its 
mountains w ill be scattered away; all structures or landmarks will be 
made to tumble down, and Allah (4c) will spread i t out like a leather 
mat, until it becomes very wide and spacious in order to accommodate 
all those wh o will stand before Him , despite their huge numbers.

45 Allah was watching and is well aware o f all his deeds, therefore divine 
wisdom dictates that He should resurrect him and requite him for them. 
(az-Zamakhshari; ar-Razi)
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Thus it will become a smooth, levelled plain, in which you will see 
no depression or elevation.

((and casts forth all that it contains)? o f the dead, and o f treasures 
((and becom es empty)?. The Trumpet will be sounded and the dead 
will com e forth from their graves to the surface o f  the earth. The earth 
will bring forth its treasures, until they b ecome like great columns 
which people will see and will regret what they used to compete for.

((and hearkens unto its Lord, as in truth it must, then, O man who 
toils constantly until you meet your Lord^ that is, you are toiling, 
doing good or bad deeds, until you meet your Lord, then on the Day 
o f  Resurrection Allah will certainly requite you on the basis o f grace 
i f  you are am ong the blessed, or on the basis o f  ju stice i f  you are 
among the doomed.

Hence He mentions the details o f  the requital:
((As for the one who is given his record o f deeds in his right hand)? 
-  this refers to the blessed.
((he will have an easy reckoning)? which w ill be an easy discussion  
o f  his deeds before Allah; Allah will make him admit his sins until, 
when he thinks that he is doomed, Allah (4?) w ill say to him:

«I concealed them for you in the previous world and 1 w ill conceal 
them for you today.» (Bukhari)

(•(and he will go back to his family [in paradise] rejoicing)? because 
he has been saved from punishment and has attained reward.

(•(As for the one who is given his record o f  deeds from behind his 
back)? that is, in his left hand from behind,
((he will call out [wishing] for death)? because o f disgrace and shame, 
and what he will find in his record o f  deeds that he sent forth and did 
not repent from.

((and he w ill enter the raging fire)? that is, the raging fire w ill 
surround him on all sides, and he w ill suffer different kinds o f  
punishment there. That is because in this world, he ((lived rejoicing
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among his family)), and the resurrection never crossed his mind. He 
did evil deeds and never thought that he w ould be brought back to 
his Lord and would be made to stand before Him.

^N ay [he will indeed return to Him], for His Lord w as always 
watching him )), so it is not appropriate for Allah to leave him  
without purpose, with no commands or prohibitions, and no reward 
or punishment.

84:16. Verily I swear by the twilight,

84:17. and by the night and what it brings together,46 

84:18. and by the moon when it is full,

84:19. you will surely progress from stage to stage.

84:20. Then what is the matter with them, that they do not believe 

84:21. and when the Qur'an is recited to them they do not prostrate [to 
Allah]?

84:22. Rather those who disbelieve insist on rejecting the Qur’an, 

84:23. but Allah knows best what they harbour in their hearts o f ill 
feelings.

84:24. So give them the tidings o f a painful punishment.

46 This refers to people and creatures, who had been scattered during the 
day, coming back to their dwelling places and shelters to be reunited and 
rest at night. (ash-Shawkani; Ibn ‘Ashoor)
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84:25. But those who believe and do righteous deeds will have a never- 
ending reward.

Here Allah swears by the signs o f the night; He swears by the 
twilight, which is the remnant o f  sunlight that signals the onset o f  
night.

((and by the night and what it brings together}) o f  animals and 
other things.

((and by the moon when it is full}* that is, when the light o f  the 
moon is at its brightest, when it is full. That is when it is at its most 
beautiful and is o f  the greatest benefit.

What is attested to by this oath is: ((you^, O humankind ((will 
surely progress from stage to stage}* that is, you w ill pass through 
several stages, from a sperm drop to a c linging clot, to a lump o f  
flesh, until the soul is breathed into the developing foetus. Then he 
becomes an infant and child, then reaches the age o f discernment, then 
he becom es accountable and subject to commands and prohibitions. 
Then after that he dies, then he will be resurrected and requited for 
his deeds.

These various stages that the human being goes through indicate 
that Allah alone is deserving o f worship, is to be affirmed as One and 
is in control o f  His slaves by His w isdom  and mercy, and that the 
human being is in need and is helpless, subject to the control o f  the 
Almighty, Most Merciful.

Yet despite that many people do not believe, ((and when the Qur'an 
is recited to them they do not prostrate [to Allah]}* that is, they do not 
submit to the Qur'an or com ply with its commands and prohibitions.

((Rather those who disbe lieve insist on rejecting the Qur’an}* that 
is, they stubbornly rejected the truth after it has becom e clear, so 
it should com e as no surprise that they do not believe and do not 
submit to the Qur’an, for the one who stubbornly rejects the truth is 
a hopeless case.
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^but Allah know s best what they harbour in their hearts o f  ill 
feelings|-> that is, what they do and intend in secret, for Allah knows 
what they conceal in their hearts and what they do openly, and He 
will requite them for their deeds. Hence He says:

«{So give them the tidings o f  a painful punishment)) the word 
translated here as ‘giving tidings’ (basharah) reflects the fact that 
tidings have an effect on the skin (basharah), showing either happiness 
or distress.

This is how most people are: they reject the Qur’an and do not 
believe in it.

But among humankind are som e whom Allah has guided, so they 
believe in Allah and accept what the Messengers brought; they believe 
and do righteous deeds. It is they w ho «-(will have a never-ending 
reward)) that is, one that will never cease; rather it is an eternal reward, 
such as no eye has seen, no ear has heard, nor has it ever crossed the 
mind o f  man.

This is the end o f  the commentary on Soorat al-Inshiqaq.
All praise and thanks are for Allah, and may the blessings and 

peace o f Allah he upon Prophet Muhammad (^ g ) . his family, and 
his Companions abundantly until the Day o f Judgement.
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Soorat al-Burooj w

In the name o f  Allah,  
the M o st Gracious, the M o st  M erciful
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85:1. By the heaven with its big stars,
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85:2. and by the promised day,47

85:3. by the witness and that which is witnessed,

85:4. cursed be the makers o f the trench 

85:5. who lit a blazing fire in it,

85:6. for they sat beside it

85:7. to witness what they did to the believers.

85:8. Their only grievance against them was that they believed in 
Allah, the Almighty, the Praiseworthy,

85:9. to Whom belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth, 
and Allah is witness over all things.

85:10. Verily forthose who persecute the believing men and believing 
women, then do not repent, there will be the punishment o f  hell 
and there will be the punishment o f the scorching fire.

85:11. But those who believe and do righteous deeds will surely have 
gardens through which rivers flow; that is the great triumph. 

85:12. Indeed the vengeance o f your Lord is severe.

85:13. Verily it is He Who originates [creation] then repeats it,

85:14. and He is the Oft-Forgiving, the Loving,

85:15. the Lord of the Throne, the Glorious;

85:16. He does whatever He wills.

85:17. Has there not come to you the story o f  the [disbelieving] hosts

85:18. o f Pharaoh and Thamood?48

85:19. Nay, those who disbelieve persist in denial

85:20. and Allah encompasses them on all sides.49

85:21. Nay, it is a glorious Qur’an,

47 The promised day is the Day o f Resurrection.
48 That is, has there not come to you the story o f these disbelievers who 

gathered together in stubborn opposition towards their Prophets, and how 
Allah punished them? (ash-Shawkani)

49 They cannot outwit Him or escape Him, no matter where they turn.
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85:22. [inscribed] in a Preserved Tablet.

That is, by the heaven with all that it contains o f  the sun and moon, 
and other heavenly bodies, that are indicative o f  the perfect might, 
mercy, vast knowledge and wisdom o f  Allah (4c).

([and by the promised dayp namely the Day o f  Resurrection, on 
which Allah has promised to gather all creatures, bringing together 
the first and the last, near and far; it cannot be changed for Allah does 
not break His promise.

([by the witness and that which is witnessed]-) this includes everyone 
w ho meets this description; that is, one who sees and what is seen.

What is attested to here is the dazzling signs o f Allah, His great 
wisdom  and His all-encompassing mercy.

And it was said that what is attested to here is the words ^cursed 
be the makers o f  the trench)), and this is a supplication against them, 
praying that they be doomed.

These makers o f the trench were disbelievers, am ong whom lived 
some believers. The disbelievers put pressure on them to enter their 
religion, but the believers refused to do so. So the disbelievers dug 
a trench in the ground and lit a fire in it, then they sat around it 
and persecuted the believers, exposing them to the fire. W hoever 
responded to their demands, they let him go, but whoever persisted  
in his faith, they threw him into the fire. This was an example o f 
extreme hostility towards Allah and the believers; therefore Allah 
cursed them, destroyed them and promised them punishment, and 
said: ([cursed be the makers o f the trench)).

Then He tells us about the makers o f  the trench ([who lit a blazing 
fire in it, for they sat beside it to witness what they did to the believers)). 
This is one o f the worst types o f  tyranny and hardheartedness, because 
they combined stubborn rejection o f the signs o f Allah with fighting 
the believers and tormenting them with this heart-wrenching torment
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and being present to watch them being thrown into it, when the only 
grievance they had against the believers was something for which the 
latter deserved to be praised and through which they only sought to 
attain happiness, which was that they b elieved in Allah, the Almighty  
the Praiseworthy, Who possesses might through which He subdues 
all things and He is deserving o f praise in all His words, attributes 
and actions.

<-(to Whom belongs the dominion o f  the heavens and the earthy as 
He created them and all who dwell in them; they are His slaves, and 
He controls them as the ow ner controls what he owns.

tjand Allah is witness over all things)) because He knows, hears 
and sees all.

Should these rebellious ones wh o oppose Allah not fear lest the 
Almighty, the Omnipotent, wreak vengeance, or do they not realise 
that they are all slaves o f  Allah, and no one has any power over anyone 
else except by permission o f  the Sovereign?

Or is it hidden from them that Allah encom passes all their deeds 
and w ill requite them for their actions?

Nay; the disbeliever is deluded and the wrongdoer is ignorant and 
blind to the straight path.

Then Allah issues promises and warnings to them, and offers them 
the opportunity to repent, as He says:

«)Verily for those who persecute the believing men and believing 
women, then do not repent, there w ill be the punishment o f hell and 
there w ill be the punishment o f  the scorching fire)? that is, the severe, 
burning punishment.

Al-Hasan  (may Allah have m ercy on him ) said: Look at this 
generosity and kindness. They killed His c lose  friends and those w ho  
obeyed Him, yet he is calling them to repent.

Having mentioned the punishment o f  the wrongdoers, A llah now  
mentions the reward o f the believers:
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((But those who believe)) in their hearts ((and do righteous deeds)) in 
their physical actions ^will surely have gardens through which rivers 
flow; that is the great triumph)) through which they will attain the 
pleasure o f  Allah and His paradise.

((Indeed the vengeance o f  your Lord is severe)) that is, the 
punishment o f those who commit crimes and great sins will indeed 
be severe, for He is vigilantly watching the wrongdoers, as He says 
elsewhere:

((Such is the punishment o f  your Lord, when He punishes the cities 
that are given to wrongdoing; verily His punishment is painful and 
severe.)) (Hood 11:102)

((Verily it is He Who originates [creation] then repeats it)) that is. 
He is the only One Who initiates creation and repeats it, and He has 
no partner in that.

((and He is the Oft-Forgiving)) Who forgives all sins for the one 
who repents, and He pardons all bad deeds for the one who seeks His 
forgiveness and turns to Him.

((the Loving)) Who loves His loved ones, and His loved ones love 
Him with a love that is unmatched.

Just as nothing resembles him in His majesty, beauty, attributes 
and deeds, the way He is loved in the hearts o f  the elite am ong His 
creation is like nothing else; no other love resembles it.

Therefore love o f Him is the foundation o f  servitude to Him, for 
it is a love that takes precedence and prevails over love o f anything 
else. If you love anything other than Allah independently o f Allah  
(and not for His sake), then it w ill turn into suffering.

And Allah (*46) is loving towards His loved  ones, as He says 
elsewhere:

((.. .people whom He loves and w ho love H im ...)) (al-Ma ’idah 5. 54) 

What is referred to here is pure love.
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There is a subtle m eaning here, for alongside His name “the 
Loving (al-Wadood)” He m entions His name “the O ft-Forgiving  
(al-Ghafoor)”, so as to indicate that i f  the sinners repent to Allah and 
turn to Him, He will forgive their sins and love them, so that it cannot 
be said that He will forgive their sins but love will not be restored to 
them, as som e erroneously suggested.

Rather Allah rejoices over the repentance o f  His slave w hen he 
repents, more than a man rejoices over his camel on which is his food 
and drink and all that he needs on his journey, which he loses in the 
rugged and dangerous wilderness, so he despairs o f it and lies down 
in the shade o f a tree to await death, then whilst he is in that state, 
his mount appears at his head, so he seizes its reins. Allah rejoices 
more over the repentance o f  His slave than this man rejoices over his 
mount, and this is a great jo y that cannot be surpassed.

To Allah be praise and pure love; how great is His kindness and 
goodness, how  abundant His grace and favour.

^the Lord o f  the Throne, the Glorious^ that is, Lord o f the mighty 
Throne, which in its greatness encompasses the heavens and the earth 
and the Kursi.

In relation to the Throne, the Kursi is like a ring thrown into the 
wilderness, compared to the rest o f  the earth. Allah sin gles out the 
Throne for mention b ecause o f  its greatness, and because it is the 
closest o f all created things to Him.

The above is applicable i f  the word m ajeed  (translated here as 
‘glorious’) is understood to refer to the Throne.

However, it may be understood as referring to Allah (*3g), in which 
case it is indicative o f how sublime and great His attributes are.

^He does whatever He wills'p that is, whatever He wills, He does. 
When He w ills a thing, He says to it, ‘B e!’ and it is. No one does 
whatever He wills except Allah. I f created beings want something, 
they will inevitably find some who will help and some who will resist,
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but Allah needs no helpers to do His will and there is no one who can 
resist whatever He wants.

Then Allah mentions som e o f His deeds that confirm the soundness 
o f that which His Messengers brought:

(•(Has there not com e to you the story o f the [disbelievin g] hosts 
o f  Pharaoh and Thamood)? and how they rejected the Messengers, 
so Allah caused them to be among the doomed.

((Nay, those who d isbelieve persist in denial'p that is, they persist 
in their stubborn denial; the signs do not benefit them at all and 
exhortation is to no avail
((and Allah encompasses them on all sides)? that is. He encompasses  
them by His kn owled ge and might. This is like the verse in which  
He says:

(•(Verily, your Lord is ever vigilant.)? (al-Fajr89: 14)

This is a stem warning to the disbelievers o f  the punishment o f  
those who are in His grasp and under His control.

((Nay, it is a glorious Qur’an)? that is, it is comprehensive in its 
meanings, and contains a great deal o f goodness and knowledge.

(([inscribed] in a Preserved Tablet)? that is protected from any 
change, addition or subtraction, and is guarded against the devils. It 
is the Preserved Tablet in which A llah has written down all things.

This is indicative o f  the majesty and greatness o f the Qur’an, and 
its high esteem before Allah (4g). And Allah knows best.

This is the end of the commentary on Soorat al-Burooj.
All praise and thanks are for Allah, and may the blessings and 

peace of Allah be upon Prophet Muhammad (^ g ). his family, and 
his Companions abundantly until the Day o f Judgement.

A
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Soorat at-Tariq

<i------------- — A

In the nam e o f Allah, 
the M o st Gracious, the M os t M erciful

O  O

86:1. By the heaven and that which appears by night -

86:2. and how could you know what that which appears by night is?

86:3. It is the star o f piercing brightness -

86:4. for every soul there is a keeper watching it.

86:5. Let man consider that from which he was created.

86:6. He was created from an ejected fluid50

50 It is well known that the sperm is carried by ejected fluid or gushing water, 
which is the semen; what is perhaps less well known is that the egg is =
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86:7. originating from between the backbone and the ribs.

86:8. Surely Allah has the power to bring him back to life 

86:9. on the day when people’s inner secrets will be examined. 

86:10. Then man will have no power to help him self nor anyone to 
help him.

86:11. By the sky that returns51

86:12. and by the earth that cracks open [with the growth o f plants],52 

86:13. verily it [the Qur’an] is a decisive word,

86:14. and is not to be taken lightly.

86:15. Surely they [the disbelievers] are plotting and planning,

= also carried by ejected fluid. The egg in the ovary forms in the Graafian 
follicle surrounded by water. When the follicle ruptures, that water, or 
fluid, is ejected along with the egg, which is caught by the fimbriae of 
the fallopian tube, where it meets the sperm. This fluid carries the egg 
just as the fluid from the man carries the sperm. In both cases the fluid 
is ejected, and both come from the reproductive organs, the testes and 
ovaries, which originate from between the backbone and the ribs (see 
following footnote).
Adapted from Dr. Mohammed Ali Albar, Khalq al-lnsan bavna af-Tihb 
wal-Qur 'an, 114-124, via Islam Questions and Answers website https:// 
islamqa.info/en/118879.

51 This may refer to rain, as water vapour that rises and forms clouds is sent 
back to the earth as rain or other precipitation. Modern commentators 
suggest that it may also refer to the protective nature o f the earth’s 
atmosphere, which absorbs or deflects (returns) much o f the harmful 
radiation coming from the sun, whilst allowing the sun’s heat and 
beneficial components o f its rays to reach the earth's surface.

52 The word sad' (paraphrased above as referring to the soil cracking open 
when seeds sprout and plants grow) appears in the singular form, so the 
verse may be rendered as ‘By the earth with its crack’. This led some 
modern commentators to suggest that it may refer to the Ocean Ridge, 
which is a single, interconnected, global mid-oceanic ridge system that 
is part of every ocean and which may be described as a single continuous 
crack in the earth’s surface.
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86:16. but I too am planning.

86:17. So bear with the disbelievers; bear with them for a little while.

Allah B s ) says: ^By the heaven and that which appears by night)?, 
then He explains what that which appears by night (at-tariq ) is: «(It 
is the star o f piercing brightness^ that is, the star that shines brightly, 
whose light pierces the heavens until it is seen on earth. The correct 
view is that it is a generic term which refers to all stars o f piercing 
brightness.

It was also suggested that it refers to Saturn,53 w hose light pierces 
the seven heavens so that we see it.

It is called tariq  because it appears at night (ya tru q).

What is attested to by this oath is: ^for every soul there is a keeper 
watching it)? and recording its deeds, both righteous and otherwise, 
and that soul will be requited for the deeds that are recorded against it.

t°jLet man consider that from which he was created)? that is, let 
him reflect upon his creation and his origin, for he is created ^from an 
ejected fluid)? namely semen, ^originating from between the backbone 
and the ribs)?. It may be that it com es from between the backbone o f  
the man and the ribs o f the woman, or it may be that what is meant is 
gushing semen, which com es from the man, and the place from which 
it emerges is betw een the backbone and the ribs o f the man, and this 
may be the most correct interpretation, because Allah describes it as 
an ejected fluid, and what is felt and seen to be ejected is the semen 
o f  the man. Similarly, the word tara 'ib (translated here as cjribs)?) 
may be used with regard to men. And Allah knows best.

The One Who created man from an ejected fluid that em erges  
from this place is able to recreate him in the hereafter and resurrect 
him for the requital.

53 The word najm, translated here as dstarp, may refer to any heavenly body, 
including planets.
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